1 CORINTHIANS chapter fifteen

jack

outline

a. The resurrection is one of the perimeters of the gospel (verses 1-11).

b. Saving faith’s impotency apart from Christ's resurrection (verses 12-19).

c. The implication of Christ's resurrection to believers (verses 20-28).

d. Implications of the Corinthian heresy (verses 29-34).

e. The essence of the resurrection body (verses 35-39).

f. The Rapture and the believer’s ultimate victory over death (verses 50-58).

the gospel in its restricted and generally recognized sense (verse 1)

the gospel’s ph2 overtones (verse 2)

Summary verses 1,2

1. The message he delivered when face-to-face with them, he calls “the gospel.”

2. Gospel means “good news.”

3. Paul restates the gospel (Ph1) against the background of the Corinthian heresy (verses 1-11).

4. He isn't trying to get them to be saved or re-saved there being no commands to “believe again” in this chapter.

5. He presents the gospel to teach the doctrine of resurrection.

6. Interpretative breakdown of verse one:

a. “Made known the gospel” is realized in verses three and four (not to evangelize, but to re-orient to the doctrine of resurrection).

“Brethren” indicates that he is writing to believers only.

“I preached to you” refers to his initial evangelism of them.

“You received” refers to their conversion.

“In which you stand” deals with the doctrine of eternal security (compare ROMANS 5:2).  Regardless of Ph2 persuasion, all believers stand by virtue of one act of positive volition (positional standing).

7. Interpretation of verse two:

a. “Through which you are being saved” cannot refer to the SAJG since Ph1 salvation is not a progressive, gradual thing (based on experiential faithfulness) but an instantaneous, aoristic, thing (compare ACTS 16:31).

b. “Saved” here refers to the MAJG or the Ph2 isolation of the STA.  It is an ongoing process (unlike the SAJG) for those who “hold fast”.  Salvation, like the terms “sanctification, redemption, justification, and righteousness are used to refer to Ph1 or Ph2, or Ph3, the context dictating.

c. The first class condition dictates the interpretation of “by which also you are being saved.” (PHILIPPIANS 2:12; and JAMES 1:21 teach Ph2 salvation).

1. Two false views distort this verse, the first being salvation by works (Arminian); the other is the idea that true believers will persevere (Calvinistic).

d. Those who believe salvation by grace and eternal security and volition are vulnerable when they interpret “saved” as the SAJG rather than the MAJG.

e. Remember if you isolate the STA (Rebound and GAP) you will be saved from loss of SG3.  (That is a very real delivery.)

f. “The word which I preached to you” is the gospel with its Ph2 overtones of experiential righteousness (see PHILIPPIANS 1:27).

g. Paul “preached” Ph2 doctrine to his new converts.

h. The phrase “unless you believed in vain” refers to their conversion.

i. It is not however to be taken to suggest loss of salvation, or in the sense of verse fourteen of this chapter.

j. Paul is dealing with the SAJG in the absence of the MAJG.

k. “In vain” is to believe and to not exploit the grace of God in time.

l. This same Greek construction if found in Galatians 3:4 and 4:1 and deals with believers in reversionism—that is, who were in danger of believing “in vain”.

the gospel “made known” (verses 3,4)

Summary verses 3,4

1. Paul states the gospel, its perimeters and its basis in Old Testament prophecy.

2. Its presentation was among the very first things he taught them.

3. The gospel’s good news involves His two deaths, His burial, and His bodily resurrection.

4. His two deaths explained:

a. Christ suffered along two lines for us—His physical/mental sufferings

      from the cosmos and His physical/mental sufferings from God.

b. On His way to the latter, He had to pass through the former.

c. Satan inspired evil men to break His mental attitude so as to disqualify Him.

d. So He did suffer the agonies of crucifixion for us.

e. However, His sufferings from human tormentors did not remove sins.

f. Rather it was His sufferings on the cross inflicted by Deity that was for sins.

g. It is incorrect to say that God used evil men to be God's whip in judging sins.

h. God permitted men to abuse Him, but it was God's directive will that He suffer righteously.

i. No humanly devised system of torture could atone for the sins of all men; only God could punish one man for all sins in three hours.

j. This divinely induces suffering must be distinguished from that of men.

k. Scripture has much to say about His sufferings from men.

l. But it was His sufferings from Deity that canceled sins.

m. To have humanly induced sufferings propitiate God in the face of Divine displeasure over His Son’s treatment would be to charge God with hypocrisy.

n. What God did was righteous and distinct from what men did.  (Both overlapped, but are not synonymous.)

o. Isaiah 53:4-12 intermingles in a prophecy, the two spheres of sufferings.  (Prophecy is sometimes dualistic.  Example: the scourging of verse 5.)

p. Verse nine mentions “deaths” in the plural.

q. Verses 4,6, and 10 state explicitly that God judged Christ for our sins.

r. This judgement constitutes spiritual death whereby Christ was alive physically, but dead spiritually.

s. Like Adam, the Last Adam died spiritually by and act of volition.  (He willingly bore sins.)

t. From twelve noon to three P.M., Jesus bore sins in His first death.  (At noon, darkness covered the scene for the next three hours; He cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me,” and at the end of the three hours, He triumphantly proclaimed, “It is finished.”

u. Physically, He died of His own will, not through the human sufferings; because where spiritual death exists (here via imputation) physical death must follow.  (Adam is the type of Christ, albeit a “negative” one.)

v. References to His blood present a representative analogy, not a direct analogy.

w. Animals in the ritual bled to death; Jesus did not bleed to death.  (Furthermore, the animal flesh was roasted, His was not.)

x. All sins imputed by God to His body during the three hours and judged in pictured in the Old Testament animal sacrifice (1 PETER 2:24; compare 

             2 CORINTHIANS 5:19,21).

y. His second death was because His work was finished; so as to be consistent with the axiom “that where spiritual death goes physical death must follow, and so He could conquer physical death for us.

5. His burial is the subject of prophecy (a rich man’s tomb—super grace believer Joseph and not a common burial site; ISAIAH 53:9; no bone broken.

6. His resurrection (two deaths, burial) constitutes the fourth perimeter of the “good news.”

a. Is the subject both explicitly (PSALM 16:8-11) and implicitly 

            ISAIAH 53:12).

b. Prophecy not only anticipates a physical bodily resurrection, but before His body His body would experience decay (ACTS 2:31).

c. This meant a period of no more than three days (compare JOHN 11:39).

d. Jesus, Himself, repeatedly prophesied that He would be raised on the third day (MATTHEW 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; LUKE 9:22; 18:33; 24:7,21,46; JOHN 2:19-22 compare ACTS 10:40).

e. Counting from Friday to Sunday, we have three days: remember that the Jews considered any part of a day to be a whole day.

f. This leaves Matthew 12:40 to be harmonized with the Friday position.

g. Only in Matthew 12:40 does Jesus mention “three nights” which as given rise to the Wednesday and Thursday views.

h. Between Friday and Sunday are parts of three days, but only two nights.

i. Interpreters consistently interpret Matthew 12:40 as referring to Christ's body.

j. Rather it refers tot he parts of days and night, He spent in Paradise.

k. While his body was in the grace, His soul was in Paradise three days and two nights.

l. The third night, He went back to Paradise in His resurrection body to lead captivity captive (EPHESIANS 4:8,9).

m. This second trip to “to the heart of the earth” must have occurred at night.

n. Christ ascended of April 5, 33 A.D. in the evening immediately after visiting Paradise to fulfill Psalm 68:18 (compare EPHESIANS 4:8,9 and JOHN 20:11-18).

o. Ten days later, He ascended for the final time from the Mount of Olives (ACTS 1—Thursday, May 14, 33 A.D.).

p. During the ten days He appeared to believers (1 CORINTHIANS 15:5-7).

post-resurrection appearances

excerpts from detailed exegesis


He does not specify the time and place of this grand event.  He writes only “afterwards”.  This appearance is so important to Paul: more than 500 eyewitnesses at one time in one place.


Kaqeudw

Breakdown”


Actual sleep: 13X

a. Jesus (MATTHEW 8:24; MARK 4:38)

b. Disciples (MATTHEW 25:40,43,45; MARK 14:37,40,41; 

      LUKE 22:46

c. Girl in coma (MATTHEW 9:24; MARK 5:39; LUKE 8:52).

Parable or analogy: 5X (4X reversionism; 1X sleep)

a. Tares sown while men were sleeping, where sleeping = reversionism (MATTHEW 13:25).

b. The parable of the ten virgins—five are asleep.  Again sleep = reversionism.

c. Parable of the sower where the pastor-teacher sows by day, sleeps by night, and witnesses the miracle or mystery of spiritual growth in his “field” or “garden”.  Here, sleep = actual sleep (MARK 4:27).

d. The analogy of sleep and being oblivious to the last days

(1 THESSALONIANS 5:7; 2X).


Technical for reversionism (4X)

a. An exhortation not to be caught asleep when the Lord returns 

(MARK 13:36; the exhortation follows the parable of the absentee landlord.)

b. For reversionism in last generation (1 THESSALONIANS 5:6,10)

c. Command “to arise from sleep” (EPHESIANS 5:14—to get out from under STA disorientation to time.)

Kaqeudw breakdown: 14X of actual sleep; 8X of reversionism.

Summary verses 5-7

1. Paul records, in chronological order, a number of post-resurrection appearances of the Savior.

2. This list is selective.  (Therefore, it is not complete; see doctrine of Christ's resurrection.)

2. His purpose is to document the historicity of Christ's resurrection, empirically.

3. To refute the Corinthian heresy.

4. These witnesses are the most important to attest the fact of the Lord's resurrection to the church.

5. The appearance to Peter alone was on Sunday and is cited in Luke 24:34.

6. The first appearance to “the twelve” was Sunday evening (LUKE 24:36-53; JOHN 20:19ff; eight days later Thomas was present.)

7. The appearance to the 500 witnesses is very important to eye-witness attestation.

8. This appearance was the occasion for the Great Commission (compare MATTHEW 28:16) and occurred in Galilee (compare MARK 14:28 and MATTHEW 28:7,100.

9. We have no other record of Jesus’ appearance to His brother James alone.  (He was the head of the Jerusalem church.  Compare GALATIANS 1:19).

10. The appearance to all the apostles was based on context and chronologically was the Ascension itself (ACTS 1:3-12).

11. These appearances are described as “many decisive proofs” over a forty day period (ACTS 1:3).

12. For other appearances, see point 5.c. in the Doctrine of Christ's Resurrection.  (Twelve citations in the New Testament.)

last appearance to Paul

Summary verse 8

1. Paul was the very last of the believers to whom Christ appeared after His resurrection.

2. What Stephen and John saw was a vision and not a literal physical appearance.

3. This is not to suggest that Stephen’ and John’s experiences were not real.

4. The difference between what Paul saw and what Stephen or John saw can be compared to seeing and hearing someone in person versus on TV.

5. So “last of all” tells us there has been no post-resurrection appearances since Paul's.

6. By implication, Colossians 2:18 tells us there are no visions either.

7. Since we have the completed Canon, we need no attesting proofs.

8. The data in the Scripture, when correctly taught, stimulates faith.

9. The phrase “untimely born” refers to Paul's conversion later than the other apostles.

10. Paul refers to himself as a dead fetus which is parallel to his spiritual status when he saw the Lord.

11. He was spiritually dead when he saw Christ.

12. He was struck down, heard, and saw Jesus and was blinded.

13. He believed three days later in Damascus (ACTS 9:1-19 especially verse 9).

14. So unlike the rest, Paul first saw Jesus in an unsaved state.

15. In a state of hostility and unbelief.  (Not conducive to hallucination.)

16. Paul's STA included a stubborn streak.

17. Untimely born implies spiritual death.

3. Everything about Paul indicates that he was special:

a. Called last as an apostle.

b. The least deserving.

c. Alone saw Christ outside the forty days.

18. Other Scripture (1 CORINTHIANS 9:1; ACTS 9:3-8; 22:6-11; 26:12-18).

Summary verse 9

1. Paul considered himself to be the least deserving of all believers (EPHESIANS 3:8).

4. Considering the niche allotted him, against his background of his hatred so Christians, Paul makes this assessment.

2. Paul isn't implying that believers are called based on human merit.

3. But if we were, Paul was least deserving.

5. Paul's elevation (by grace) to the twelfth and chief apostle was the most dramatic of all.

4. He interprets his actions against the church as being in the highest category of criminality before God.

5. So Paul is the least of the apostles and saints; not in terms of rank or experiential sanctification, but in terms of deservedness.

6. If worthiness had anything to do with gift distribution, then many of us would be somewhere else in the body.

7. Salvation doesn’t involve merit and neither does one’s gift(s).

Summary verse 10

1. Gods inflexible policy toward all men is grace.

2. No failure is too great for God's grace.

3. No matter how evil a person is, grace is sufficient to forgive.

4. No matter how many times the individual sins, grace forgives.

5. Grace explains how Paul came to be the chief apostle.

6. Paul is totally occupied with grace in his own case.

7. But keep in mind that grace does not go where volition rejects it.

8. Where negative volition exists, God's grace is said to be “in vain”.

a. Saving.

b. Experiential.

9. Other Scripture: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:2; PHILIPPIANS 2:16; 

      GALATIANS 3:4; 4:11.

10. God's grace towards Paul did not prove “in vain” since he made the adjustments regardless of what came his way in the Angelic Conflict.

11. Paul is saying that he lived up to the Ph1 grace (called an apostle) given to him.

12. He compares his apostleship to others and concludes that he labored more than all of them (compare 2 CORINTHIANS 12:11).

13. Two factors account for this:

a. Paul was assigned more suffering in the Angelic Conflict than the others.

b. He was more positive than the rest.

14. Even among mature believers, there are differences.

15. But being grace oriented Paul avoids arrogance.

16. So it was grace that promoted him from the least to the greatest apostle.

17. And grace that underwrote his volition at every point in Ph2.

Paul is not unawar of their contribution

Summary verse 11

1. Paul is not oblivious to the efforts of others.

2. But to silence his detractors at Corinth, he sets the record straight.

3. He reminds the Corinthians that their teachers all still teach the gospel including the doctrine of resurrection.

4. The very gospel they believed.

5. This exposes the heretics and their dupes.

the impotencey of saving faith apart from

Christ's resurrection (verses 12-19)

Summary verse 12

1. This is the explicit reference to the Corinthian heresy.

2. This chapter is an example of how the pastor counters false doctrine.

3. Paul's procedure:

a. In verses 1-11, he sets them up.

b. He accurately states what their doctrine is (verse 12).

c. He accurately states the peripheral facts.  (Some held this; the other apostles teach resurrection, etc.)

d. He points out inconsistencies in their grid.  (The most glaring is to hold that Jesus was resurrected, but not others.)

e. He points out inconsistencies in practice like water baptism (verse 29).

6. He exposes their antinomianism (verses 32,33).

f. He theologically explains what was the object of ridicule—the nature of the resurrection body (verse 33ff).

4. In verse twelve, Paul point blanks the subject by asking them to explain the continued preaching of Jesus’ resurrection in light of the heresy.

7. They knew that all the apostles still taught Jesus’ resurrection.

5. A pastor must set the record straight:

a. Everyone teaches Christ's resurrection.

b. Yet some hole there is no resurrection, period.

6. A contradiction is apparent.

7. Even the originators of the heresy taught Jesus’ literal, bodily, resurrection.

8. A contradiction is exposed in their grid and milked for all it is worth.

9. Paul will not change the apostates, but he hopes to stabilize those who are positive but for the moment mesmerized.

consistency demanded

Summary verse 13

1. To refute false doctrine, one must show the logical conclusions of the premises of the opposition.

2. Paul does so and demonstrates a glaring inconsistency in their grid.

3. They taught categorically that there was no resurrection of dead persons, yet held that Christ was raised.

another observation (verses 14,15)

Summary verses 14,15

1. Paul states the major premise of the opposition as fact in order to point out where it leads.

2. The major conclusion of the major premise is that Christ wasn’t raised.

3. This leads immediately to two corollary (an immediate inference from a proved assumption) observations.

4. They are:

a. Apostolic preaching of the gospel et al is empty.

b. Saving faith is empty.

5. A sub corollary of 14a (“our preaching is in vain”) is that the apostles et al are false witnesses against God.  (The opposition believed in God.)

the major premise and major conclusion

restated or verse 13 repeated (verses 16,17)

yet another sub corollary (verse 18)

an observation injected (verse 19)

Summary verses 16-19

1. The major conclusion based on the doctrine of no resurrection is that Christ is not raised.

2. This major conclusion has two corollaries:

a. Apostolic preaching is in vain.

b. The Corinthians faith is in vain.

3. A sub-corollary of 2a above is that the apostles et al were falsely representing God's plan.

4. A sub-corollary of 2b above is that believers are still under the debt of personal sins.

8. An adjunct to point four above is that dead believers died in their sins and have perished since their faith was worthless.

5. Verse nineteen is an observation that all self-sacrifice and denial of the flesh by Christians who have no future with Christ, since He wasn’t raised, makes them the most pitiful of all men.

6. Knowledge that we all shall appear before Christ to receive rewards for the deeds done in the body motivates us to deny the indwelling STA (a constant battle).

7. Another illustration:

a. Some say that the Rapture generation can't know that it is the Rapture generation.

b. If the Rapture generation cannot know, neither can any generation know what God is about to do.  (Example: Noah’s, Exodus, Exilic, Post-exilic, first advent, Millennium.)

c. If prophecies are not being fulfilled in the Rapture generation, then there is no prophecy (signs) for any generation.

d. God is not a God of confusion; He always let's believers who want to know what He is about to do in on the information (Example: Abraham in Genesis 18:16,17 compare AMOS 3:7; 1 CHRONICLES 12:32).

e. The prophetic word is the text book of orientation (compare 

      LUKE 24:13-27).

the implication of Christ's resurrection

to believers (verses 20-28)

Summary verses 20-22

1. The doctrine of first fruits implies resurrection to all who are “asleep”.

2. Paul employs a type between Adam and Christ to establish the doctrine of universal resurrection.

3. Adam versus Christ is a “negative” type.

4. Both men are heads of two races.

5. Adam through negative volition, brought his progeny to death.

6. When Adam sinned, (GENESIS 3) he experienced physical death.

7. Spiritual death is the foundation of physical death.

8. Where spiritual death goes physical death follows.

9. The mechanics of spiritual death is the imputation of Adam's original sin to its genetic home the indwelling STA (see ROMANS 5 study).

9. Humanity shares Adam’s destiny via genetic engineering and imputation.

10. Adam could propagate nothing better than himself.

11. So in procreation he passed on the sinful trend.

12. And since God must judge all sins and sinful conditions, God had to impute Adam's original sin to its target (home) the STA/OSN.

13. God does this for all homosapiens in order to be consistent and just.

14. Consequently, we, being “in Adam” via genetic engineering, share Adam's history.

15. We are born spiritual dead.

16. Under this curse, we inherit the genetics of aging.

17. Physical death is our future.

18. Christ came that we might be delivered from the eternal consequences of all this.

19. Christ was born of a woman, yet avoided the STA genes via the virgin birth.

20. Not having an STA, He was not subject to physical death.

21. How come then did He die?

22. BACKGROUND: Having judged the sinful genetic condition via the imputation of Adam's original sin to the indwelling STA, God has the additional response of judging all sins from mankind’s STA.

23. Either man has to pay or a substitute had to be provided.

24. Christ is that substitute, fully qualified to take our sins on Himself since He had none of His own.

25. This was accomplished on the cross when God imputed all sins to His sinless humanity (2 CORINTHIANS 5:19).

26. Christ died spiritually for sins and in the name of consistency, died physically (compare points 14 and 22).

27. PRINCIPLE: WHERE SPIRITUAL DEATH GOES, PHYSICAL DEATH FOLLOWS.

28. Now Christ came that He might provide an escape from the just consequences of Adam's decision.

29. We (Adam's progeny) have no say-so in the consequences of Adam's decision (spiritual death, et al) but we do have a say-so as to whether we have to see it through.

30. If we accept Christ as Savior, God cancels spiritual death via regeneration and must logically cancel, at some point, physical death.

31. The sting of physical death is removed via regeneration.

32. Apart from the Rapture, we will die; but physical death to the body is merely temporary.

33. Resurrection reverses physical death as regeneration cancels spiritual death.

34. The solution is to be “in Christ.”

35. The mechanics:

a. Man's part: believe.

b. Gods part: the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

36. “Made alive” refers to the body as a future passive prospect??? (participle??).

37. God is logical, consistent, just, objective, and ordered in His dealings.


Adam ( sin ( new sinful trend ( indwelling Adam's original sin ( spiritual death ( physical death ( progeny.


Christ:  no indwelling STA ( therefore, no imputation of Adam's original sin ( therefore, no spiritual death ( sins of the STA imputed to him ( spiritual death ( physical death ( resurrection.


Unbelievers:  ( imputed Adam's original sin ( spiritual death ( personal sins ( unpardonable sin ( physical death ( imputation of the unpardonable sin to resurrection body of judgement ( lake of fire.


Believers:  ( imputed Adam's original sin ( spiritual death ( sins ( positive volition at God consciousness and gospel hearing ( new birth ( physical death ( resurrection.

38. So the believer shares simultaneously the effects of being “in Adam” and “in Christ”.

10. Though spiritual death is canceled, the STA remains strong and aging continues.

11. However, spiritual death is cancelled (at SAJG) and physical death’s sting (eternal condemnation) is removed.

a. Physical death is temporary for believers (“asleep”) and will be, like spiritual death, eliminated as the last enemy.

Summary verse 23

1. Paul teaches that there is a succession of resurrections in the plan of God.

2. Tagma (tagma) connotes number, group, and order.

3. The orders and time include:

a. Christ is 33 A.D., the firstfruits of all saints (Old Testament and New Testament).

b. Some 2,000 years later, Church Age believers at the Rapture stage of the Parousia.

c. Seven years later all Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs will be raised.

4. Some documentation on resurrection of Old Testament saints in the day of the Lord:

a. Job who was not a Jew (JOB 19:25,26).

b. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (MATTHEW 8:11,12).

c. Tribulation martyrs (REVELATION 20:4)

5. The resurrection of Christ and believers is called the first resurrection (REVELATION 20:5,6).

Summary 24-26

1. “The end” mentioned in verse twenty-four is the end of the Angelic Conflict.

2. When all enemies are removed never to surface again.

3. This “end” spoken of here is marked by the great white throne judgement.

4. Associated with that end is the abolishing of all authorities opposed to God.

5. It includes Satan, evil governments, organizations (FFR, Trilateral Commission, the U.N. et al) churches, religions, system of thought arrogated against God, people (the pope, antichrist).

6. Included in that list is the last enemy: death.

7. Death is a part of the curse and will persist throughout the Millennium.

8. The stages of the Son’s rule:

a. From the ascension to second advent, which is further divided into two phases.

(1) The Church Age: The formation of a Royal Family, enemies subdued, the rise and fall of nations, movements, and persons.

12. The Tribulation: Evil reaches such a level that unprecedented judgements fall ending in the actual return of Christ to the earth and the baptism of fire.

b. From second advent to the end of the Millennium plus (PSALM 110:2).

c. Gog and Magog revolt put down.

d. Great white throne judgment.

9. Some 3,000 years elapse from His resurrection/ascension (PSALM 110:1) to the great white throne.

10. Death is the last enemy to go.  No death in the eternal state for man, animals, or plants.

11. Psalm 110 deals with “operation footstool”.

12. When operation footstool is completed, He will offer to His Father the new eternal order.

13. As the Father committed all judgement, rule, and authority to the Son, so the Son will hand it over to His Father (compare JOHN 5:22; ACTS 17:31).

14. This was the God/man’s reward for perfect obedience and subjection to the Father during the incarnation (kenosis)(PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11).

15. His reward commenced with His resurrection.

16. It formally began with the session (PSALM 110;1; EPHESIANS 1:18-23).

17. The Son will formally turn the Kingdom over to His Father.

18. There is no rivalry within the Godhead, only perfect love for each other.

19. All that is of the fall of man and angels will be banished and God will bestow blessings on believers forever through Jesus Christ our Lord 

      (EPHESIANS 2:7).

20. Christ has already paraded fallen angels in heaven (COLOSSIANS 2:15).

21. Christ is over all (EPHESIANS 1:20-23; COLOSSIANS 1:15-20).

22. APPLICATION: COLOSSIANS 3:1-11.

Summary verses 27,28

1. “All things” includes all persons, events, natural phenomena, spiritual phenomena—that is, all things in the heavens and on the earth and beneath the earth.

2. “All things” includes the church (EPHESIANS 1:22).

3. Christ has been given, by His Father, this strategic position in the Angelic Conflict.

4. At the cross, He broke (officially) the power of darkness.

5. His resurrection was the overt confirmation by the Father.

13. His ascension and session were the formal recognition.

6. Since His ascension, He has been subjecting all things to Himself.

7. To appreciate the mechanics, one must be aware of the following:

a. The three spheres of the will of God: Directive, Permissive, and Overruling.

b. The free will of all moral creatures.

c. Major developments prophesied in the Angelic Conflict.

8. It is His directive will that all make the SAJG and MAJG (1 TIMOTHY 2:3,4).

9. Most reject the directive will and move under permissive will.

10. Which leads to, at some point, the overruling will.

11. Examples: unbelievers die, civilizations perish, believers die the sin unto death.

12. Point 8c explained:

a. Since the strategic victory of the Angelic Conflict in death, burial, and resurrection, Christ controls history at the right hand (this in no way implies coercion).

b. Then He brings His enemies into the day of the Lord where He judges them.

c. By the end, all post-deluvian enemies are subjected.

d. Except the indwelling STA which, under pw, leads to Gog and Magog.

e. Then comes the end of subjection with the great white throne.

13. So, all things include enemies and non-enemies.

14. The church is an example of both:

a. Believers willingly subject themselves Ph1.

b. Few believers subject themselves Ph2.

15. The Father is not subject to the Son since Deity can't be subject to anything.

16. When the Angelic Conflict is concluded, the humanity of Christ will assume a new role in respect to the Father.

17. The glorified hypostasis having fulfilled operation footstool will formally present the spoils to His Father.

18. He (Christ) will take a “passive” versus an “active” position in the eternal state.

19. He will once again show His loyalty and love for the Father.  (Maximum success in no way alters His love for His Father.)

20. The phrase “that God may be all in all” explained:

a. Is fulfilled in the eternal state.

b. “All things” are the blessings of Ph3; “in all things” refers to believers (compare EPHESIANS 1:22,23).

c. The present subjunctive of eimi (eimi) indicates that Ph2 adjustments alter the degree of “all in all”.

14. Resurrection is indispensable to all this.

Summary verses 29,30

1. Paul resumes the polemic against the heresy of verses twelve through nineteen.

2. Verses twenty through twenty-eight are parenthetic.

3. “Otherwise” resumes the polemic.

4. Some thirty interpretations attempt to explain verse twenty-nine.

5. The problem revolves around the interpretation of u`per (huper).
6. The baptism referred to here is water baptism.

7. The church was rightly administering this ritual (compare 

      1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-17).

8. Water baptism is still a bonafide ritual of the Church Age.

a. It is mentioned in the epistles (1 CORINTHIANS; 1 PETER 3:21).

b. It was commanded to the end of the age (MATTHEW 28:16-20).

c. The few times it is mentioned in the epistles is appropriate in light of its historical distortions, but is no argument against its continued use.

d. Finally, there is no command for it to cease.

9. The difficult part is the statement “for the dead”.

10. A few interpretations ruled out:

a. That the living can do something for the dead that leads to the latter’s salvation since salvation is by faith apart from works.

b. Then there is the interpretation “over the dead” which would involve baptizing believers over graves!  (No evidence in Acts or tradition that the church ever followed this procedure.)

11. The dead undoubtedly refers to the physically dead (general and immediate context (verse 29: “the dead are not raised”).

12. The question now is how are we baptized (H2O) for the dead?

13. The answer is to be found in the exegetical uses of u`per (huper).
a. Huper is used substitutionally.

b. Huper can be used with the adverbial genitive of reference.

c. Huper is used substitutionally in the expression “Christ died for our sins.”

d. That the substitutionary idea is not the only sense see these passages to demonstrate what this would lead to (PHILIPPIANS 1:29 “we do not suffer substitutionally for Christ,” or 2 THESSALONIANS 1:5; 

ACTS 9:16; 5:41; 21:13; 2 CORINTHIANS 12:10; 1:11 (substitutionary thanks?)

14. The interpretation:

a. Paul wishes to illicit a perspective from his hearers regarding water baptism.  (Again, which they have practiced.)

b. The perspective is for them to see the reality behind the ritual.

c. That reality includes retroactive and current positional truth.

d. The ritual elicits a view towards the resurrection of all believers.

e. Hence, we are baptized with respect to, or with reference to, the dead.

15. So we are not only declaring our own resurrection, individually but the resurrection of all believers (i.e. “the dead”).

16. Verse thirty presents another argument in this same vein; i.e. that one’s experience doesn’t line up with one's grid.  Water baptism and the doctrine of no resurrection don’t square.

17. The perspective here is risking your neck, as Paul had done so many times.

18. Why do we risk so much grief in time for Bible doctrine if we don’t expect a change in the future?

19. This in part explains why Paul labored all the more (verse 10).

20. The danger Paul and other were constantly called upon to face in the Angelic Conflict was brought about by their message.

21. A message which the cosmos hates, but to alter it would mean loss of SG3.

22. Since SG3 is imputed to the resurrection body, Paul endures all things for Christ.

Summary verse 31

1. Their response to Bible doctrine does not match Paul's application of Bible doctrine on their behalf.

2. Paul's boasting is tied to the position and potential in the plan.

3. Paul boasts that they have what it takes to excel.

4. All provided under pos\grace.

5. They, unlike many believers, have a teacher who is doing his job.

6. So Paul can legitimately boast in them.

7. But pos/boasting is not to a great extent being complemented by experiential boasting.

8. So Paul “protests” this disparity between what He is enduring daily and their experiential failing.

9. In Christ they have the best “pastor-teacher”, the pure doctrine, exposure, opportunity to apply, and Divine operating assets (living grace, the gifts, God the Holy Spirit) and are coming up short.

10. Paul's boasting includes:

a. What they have positionally.

b. What they have experienced.

c. Even what they have applied.

11. But he protests their lack of application.

12. Paul daily dies for them and the churches; he denies the STA to the extent that he doesn’t even count his life dear.

13. “Die daily” is a double entendre, meaning:

a. Deny the STA its input which would lead Paul to quit risking his neck.  (This is the primary meaning and interpretation.)

15. The fact he would die physically if necessary is behind this statement.  (It is a pun.)

14. Paul doesn’t, of his own volition, seek death or cause the aging gene to operate (passive voice; both are erroneous interpretations of verse 31).

15. They must deny the STA its input.

example of risking his neck

Summary verse 32

1. Paul writes from Ephesus and describes in figurative terms the conflict in the city.

2. The “fight with animals” refers to his opposition prior to the riot that led to his exit (ACTS 19:23ff).

3. Paul, at the point of writing, intends to remain a while longer 

      (1 CORINTHIANS 16:8).

4. Paul faced all kinds of wild animals (a fitting description of STAs): Jews, the occult (which was big at Ephesus), labor unions, etc.

5. Paul was in Ephesus, on his third journey, for about 1½ years.

6. If Paul is wrong about the doctrines or resurrection and SG3, then he is acting under human viewpoint with no earthly or heavenly profit.

16. And if there is on reward in a resurrection body, he says that we ought to pursue creature comforts and forget the hassle.

7. He plays devil’s advocate in 32b.

8. So we see that SG3 is the resurrection body is worth the flak.

9. And if our eyes are not fixed on the better resurrection of Hebrews 11, we are not in Divine viewpoint will.

10. This read-out is sustained (among other passages) in Philippians 3:10ff.

11. As you grow to see the place that SG3 holds in the plan of God, you place yourself in situations where Paul's prayer in Ephesians 1:18ff is actualized in you.

Summary verse 33

1. Continued association with people who live under E1 can only lead to personal degeneracy.

2. The doctrine at Corinth led to antinomianism.

17. The doctrines of resurrection and SG3 act as a deterrent to life under the STA.

3. Verse thirty-three is a spiritual law (applies to children, teens, adults).

Summary verse 34

1. It is of interest to note that the Sadducees believed in no resurrection and were more “worldly” than the Pharisees.

2. Groups which deny resurrection are much more liberal.

3. Paul is making a point in his selection of words in his opening statement:

a. “Sober” is the strong form.

b. With the adverb “righteously” he furthers his point.

c. That to be sober, you must have correct information.

d. And you must apply it in a doctrinal way.

4. Some believe in resurrection but are not “sober righteously”.

5. The Pharisees accepted it but were legalists.

6. It is not enough to know what righteous-sober activity is; you must apply it.

7. Decisions to avoid personal sins enhance paragraph SG3.

the essence of the resurrection body (verses 35-39)

1. Paul anticipates an objection to the doctrine of resurrection.

2. So Paul takes up this question about the constitution and character of the resurrection body.

18. The skeptics have made light of bodies in heaven and have asked if heaven is a place (perfect) with bodies like our earthly ones.

3. Paul has already touched on the future body versus our present body, concerning food in 1 Corinthians 6:13).

19. The skeptics limit God's power and judge Ph3 by Ph2 standards.

the natural, botanical world teaches it

Summary verses 36,37

1. The scoffers make a caricature of reality.

2. Yet the fool refutes himself every time he plants seed.

3. He concludes with the planting that a new and wonderful plant will take its place.

4. First the seed rots and dies and in its place comes new life.

5. Christ used this analogy in John 12:24.

6. So nature teaches by analogy the doctrine.

20. Verse thirty-seven restates the same point as verse thirty-six but gives further elucidation.

7. We don’t plant the “new” plant, but a mere seed.

8. The analogy is designed to refute the idea of a return to our natural state.

the analogy also teaches differences in 

Resurrection bodies (verses 38,39)

third analogy: celestial bodies (verses 40-42)

Summary verses 38-42a

1. Paul comes back to the original analogy.

2. When we were conceived, we were sown.

3. We were sown to die due to the indwelling STA.

4. No analogy can perfectly teach immortality since all things are passing away.

5. So Paul states dogmatically that the resurrection body is immortal.

the contrast continues

Summary verses 42b-44

1. “Perishable” points to the aging gene which is absent in the resurrection body.

2. “Dishonor” points to the indwelling STA and the depravity which is absent in the resurrection body.

3. “Glory” points to the resurrection body minus the indwelling STA and plus SG3.

4. “Natural” speaks of laws that govern human anatomy (known and unknown).

5. “Spiritual” refers to the “physics” of the resurrection body (we know a little of what it is capable of, but nothing of how).

Summary verse 45

1. Paul is addressing “the how” or resurrection (compare verse 35).

2. Adam's body was manufactured out of dust.

3. His soul was created subsequent to his body and was housed in his body.

4. The most Adam could do is to propagate the body or  “sow the seed”.

21. Adam could produce nothing better than self and with the indwelling STA, he passed on the aging gene.

5. Soulish life depends totally on God.

6. So Adam and his progeny pass on the house, but God places in it the new occupant—the real you.

7. The last Adam is the source of all life forms.

8. Including the resurrection body, the eternal house of the real you.

Summary verses 46-49

1. Paul argues there exists two classes of homosapiens:

22. A corporate Adam (i.e. expressions first man, the natural, the earthly) headed by Adam; and a corporate Christ (i.e. the last, the spiritual, the heavenly) headed by Christ.

23. All men constitute the former; only believers constitute the latter.

2. The first Adam comes by physical birth and imputation (soul life).

3. The last Adam by new birth and resurrection.

4. The body of the first comes from genetic engineering; the last from direct creation.

5. The first tends to death; the last issues in immortality.

6. As the soul needs the “house” of the physical body, so the soul needs the resurrection body.

7. Their origins differ and the natural precedes the spiritual.

8. Both bear an image of what preceded them.

9. As believers, we share in both classes of men.

10. Since we are born twice, we share two images.

11. The first image is fallen; the second is Christ (ROMANS 8:29: “the image of His Son”).

12. As there are variations in the natural (good and bad) so there is in the heavenly.

Summary verse 50

1. No one enters Ph3 based on works (“flesh”) or genetics—race (“blood”) (JOHN 3:5ff).

2. John 1:13 confirms the above identification of “flesh and blood”.

3. Ph3 is not attained through:

a. Blood line or race.

b. E3 or human good, called “the will of the flesh”.

c. E4 or systems of religion, philosophy, called “the will of man”.

4. Any one, or a combination, are ruled out by grace.

5. Ph3 inheritance falls into two general classifications:

a. The blessings that are common to all believers regardless of Ph2 differences (i.e. the SAJG).

b. The blessings that are tied to Ph2 input (i.e. the MAJG).

6. The blessings associated with the SAJG come via association with Christ's SG3 paragraph.

7. The “above and beyond” blessings (paragraph SG3) vary with each believer since they are tied to production and growth.

8. Neither category comes to us because of genetics or works under the STA.

9. Works under the indwelling Holy Spirit result in the Ph2 category of SG3.

10. Paul's point is that where and what, your are forever (“kingdom of God” compare verse twenty-four) is totally apart from what you are via birth or achievement.

11. The reason is that it is impossible for the perishable to attain the imperishable.

12. The STA cannot attain immortality, much less SG3.

13. Only when eternal life is imputed at the SAJG can the soul and body inherit.

14. Resurrection is essential to the body’s “inheritance”.

15. The second or new birth gives the soul (the real you) eternal life.

16. The indwelling Holy Spirit is the “earnest” on an imperishable body.

17. The resurrection body is itself a part of our inheritance (Ph1 aspect).

18. The body is needed to fully enjoy the Ph2 aspect.

19. The nature of SG3 demands a body for appreciation and enjoyment,

20. Even as we need a temporary body to enjoy temporal life (food, sex, clothing, etc.).

Summary verses 51,52

1. Paul now deals with the doctrine of resurrection as it pertains to the royal family.

2. This aspect of the general doctrine he calls “a mystery”.

3. “Mystery” is technical for:

a. Doctrine not explicitly revealed in the Old Testament (except gospels; EPHESIANS 3:5, w`j [hos] = as).

b. Doctrine that applies to the church exclusively.

c. Doctrines which identify the church.

d. Doctrine which define the Christian way of life in the Church Age.

e. Doctrines which deal with the eschatology of the church (like the Rapture).

4. The Rapture is a part of the mystery doctrines to the church.

5. Resurrection is not a mystery doctrine, only the order for the royal family.

6. The specifics of the rapture of the church involve:

a. All believers who will have died in the Church Age.

b. A contingent of living Church Age believers who will be alive on the day of the Rapture.

7. The aging gene not having caught up with them, they, they will be changed apart from death.

8. All will not sleep, but all will be changed. (None will be left out from the seven eras.)

9. First Thessalonians 4:13-18 sheds further light on this doctrine.

a. The sequence of events which occurs at the very point of the Rapture.

b. The Lord Jesus Christ will come out from the throne room to earth’s atmosphere (1 THESSALONIANS 1:10;4:16).

24. He will utter a loud, audible, intelligible command.  (Royal family come forth; 1 THESSALONIANS 4:16 [voice of an archangel]).

c. Immediately following the voice will be a trumpet blast 

d.       (1 THESSALONIANS 4:16; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:52).

25. The dead in Christ will be raised first (1 CORINTHIANS 15:52 especially 1 THESSALONIANS 4:16 “and the dead in Christ will be raised first (prwton proton; of order; compare verse 15).

e. After all the graves of dead Church Age saints have been physically emptied and disturbed and are standing on the earth, we who are yet in our physical bodies will be transformed wherever we are 

(1 THESSALONIANS 4:17 “Then (evpei/ta epeita; of sequence; see 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:6,7,23,46; GALATIANS 11:18,21; 

h. HEBREWS 7:2,27.  So it means, next, afterwards.) we who are alive and remain shall be caught up…” (implicit in this is the fact that we too will be changed; compare 1 CORINTHIANS 15:51).

i. Then the two groups will be caught up together to be with the Lord in earth’s atmosphere (1 THESSALONIANS 4:17).

26. This rendezvous in the atmosphere will be the place of the BEMA seat 

      (2 CORINTHIANS 5:10 compare 1 THESSALONIANS 4:17 “to meet”  

      eivj eis apanthsin apantesin = 4X; MATTHEW 25:1,6; ACTS 28:15; 

      1 THESSALONIANS 4:17—used of civic welcome of an important    

      visitor or a triumphal entry of a new ruler into a capital city.  The great of   

10.       the city would come out to welcome the ruler.  This is evidence that the 

      BEMA occurs here and not there [implicit more than explicit]).

11. The actual time elapse from perishable to imperishable is the glance of an eye.

12. The time from 10c to assembly with the Lord in the air will be longer (a matter of seconds).

13. People who remain will have empirical evidence we have been taken (empty graves and niches).

Summary verses 53-57

27. Perishable is the death gene.

28. No such gene exists in the resurrection body.

29. When this occurs (the Rapture) our physical bodies will be clothed with immortality.

30. The soul alone was saved at salvation; the body will be saved at the Rapture.

31. At that point, the last enemy will be defeated for us.

32. Death is defeated only in resurrection (physical only).

33. Spiritual death was defeated at the SAJG.

34. For the royal family, Isaiah 25:8 is realized at the Rapture.

35. In verse fifty-five, Paul taunts death (quotes from HOSEA 13:14).

36. Christ hasn’t removed the sting from death (as is sometimes held) only the fatal consequences as a part of Ph1.

37. We have all been stung.

38. The venom is a combination of the death gene, the indwelling STA, and the imputation of Adam's original sin.

39. The sting occurred in Adam and in Adam all die.

a. Mechanics

b. Conception ( and death gene.

40. Birth: the imputation of the real you to the body and the indwelling Adam's original sin to the indwelling STA ( spiritual death ( physical death.

41. The sting is both corporate and personal.

42. Personal sins are a fact, but don’t increase the dose of the venom

43. Paul uses “wages” in Romans 6:23 to teach the same doctrine.

44. The sting of death is the indwelling Adam’s original sin to the indwelling STA which is linked to the present death gene.

45. The results are immediate (at spiritual birth) spiritual death and ultimately physical death.

46. The power behind this sting is Genesis 2:17, not the Mosaic Law.

47. The antidote is salvation through Christ.

48. The immediate result is (as above) cancellation of spiritual death.

49. The ultimate result is to cancel physical death via resurrection.

50. Paul is not saying that Christians (like the rest) have not been stung; i.e. have not died spiritually or will die physically).

a. Only that antidote will cancel the long term effects which are:

b. Eternal spiritual death to the soul.

51. Eternal physical death to the body.

52. This antidote is available to all (see 1 TIMOTHY 4:10).

final exhortation (verse 58)

Summary verse 58

1. This is a fitting exhortation to the doctrine of SG3 imputed to the resurrection body.

2. Steadfastness refers to one's inner conviction concerning the truth.

3. Unmovable is one's tenacity in the face of external contradictions.  (Here the inner enemy is the STA of the believer.)

4. Enemies abound who derogate against sound doctrine.

5. Many exhortations to stand in the faith follow this same vein 

6.       (HEBREWS 13:9).

7. “Always abounding” is your application of Bible doctrine in the face of opposition.

8. Only by abounding can you build up SG3.

9. The work of the Lord is what is incumbent on you in your niche.

10. As we grow, se should abound (greater input).

11. Paul recognizes that we become tired due to spiritual and physical exertion.

12. Toil tells us that it will not always be easy to pursue Bible doctrine.  (Go to and from class, exercise gifts, application doctrines.)

13. But in our frame of reference should be paragraph SG3.

14. Your production under physical, mental, and spirit pressure is not in vain if it is “in the Lord.”

a. Which means:

b. To know God's ways.

c. To execute.

15. All under the filling of the Holy Spirit.

16. God parlays each increment of Divine good into a unit of SG3.

17. This is imputed to the believers resurrection body.

18. Remember, if there is no resurrection body, then there is no SG3 in a resurrection body and no real motivation to follow the colors in Ph2 (compare verse 32).

19. We should set our sights on “the better resurrection”.

