Romans Chapter One
Introduction

Written around 57/58 AD.

We do not know who founded the church in Rome.

The membership was predominately Gentile.

Paul wrote this epistle in preparation for his intended upcoming visit (Rom. 15:14-17, 25).

It was written from Corinth, where Paul was involved with the collection of the relief of the

Jewish Christians in Judea.

6. From Jerusalem he planned to travel to Rome, but he was arrested and finally made it to
Rome by appealing to Caesar (Acts 25:11).

7. Perhaps Phoebe, who was a member of the church at Cenchrea, near Corinth (16:1) carried
the letter to Rome.

8. The Roman epistle is more formal and systematic than in Paul’s other letters.
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The Greeting (vv. 1-7)
VERSE 1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for

the gospel of God (I1zdrog dodrog Xprotod 'Incod, KANTOG ATOOTOAOG GPWPLOUEVOG €Lg
ebayyérLov 6eod [nom.m.s. Paulos a cognomen meaning ‘little’ + nom.m.s. doulos slave +
gen.m.s. Christos + nom.m.s. Jesus + adj.nom.m.s. kletos called + nom.m.s. apostolos +
pf.pass.part.nom.m.s. aphorize set apart + prep eis to/for + noun acc.nt.s. euangelion Gospel +
noun gen.m.s. theos]),

VERSE 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy
Scriptures (0 Tpoemnyyeldato SLi TV TPodMTAY adTod v ypadalc dylul [rel.pro. hos which
+ aor.dep.ind.3s. proepagnellomai promise beforehand; here and in 2 Cor. 9:5 + prep dia
through + d.a.w/noun gen.m.p. prophetes prophet + pro.gen.m.s. autos his + prep en + noun
loc.f.p. graphe Scripture + adj.loc.f.p. hagios holy]),

VERSE 3 concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of David according to the
flesh (mepL t0D vioD adTOD TOD Yevouévou €k oTéPuaTOc AULS Kotd oopke [prep peri +

d.a.w/noun gen.m.s. huios son + pro.gen.m.s. autos + d.a.w/aor.dep.part.gen.m.s. ginomai



become; “was born” + prep ek + noun gen.nt.s. sperma seed; descendant + noun gen.m.s.
David + prep kata according + noun acc.f.s. sarz flesh]),

VERSE 4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from
the dead, according to the [a] spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord (to0
0pLoBévtog viod Beod év duvapel kate TVedua ayLwovvng €€ araotaoewe vekp®dy, Inood
Xprotod tod kuplov NGV [d.a.w/aor.pass.part.gen.m.s. horizo decide, designate, appoint +
noun gen.m.s. huios + noun gen.m.s. theos + prep en + noun instr.f.s. dunamis power + prep
kata +noun acc.nt.s pneuma spirit + noun gen.f.s. hagiosune holiness + prep ek + noun abl f.s.
anastasis resurrection + adj.abl.m.p. nekros dead + noun gen.m.s. Jesus + noun gen.m.s. Christ
+ d.a.w/noun gen.m.s. kurios lord + pro.gen.p. ego]),

VERSE 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about
the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake (5. 00 ¢ aBopev
XOPLY KoL GTOOTOANY €l LToKOTY TLOTEWG €V TAOLY TOlG €veoty Lmep ToD Ovopatog abTod
[prep dia + rel.pro.gen.m.s. hos + aor.act.ind.Ip. lambano receive + noun acc.f.s. charis grace
+ conj kai + noun acc.f.s. apostole apostleship + prep eis + noun acc.f.s. hupakoe obedience +
noun gen.f.s pistis faith + prep en “among” + adj.loc.nt.p. pas all + d.a.w/noun loc.nt.p. ethnos
“Gentiles” + prep huper on behalf of + d.a.w/noun gen.nt.s. onoma name + pro.gen.m.s. autos
his]),

VERSE 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ (¢v ol¢ ¢ote kal Uueic
kAntol ‘Inood Xpiotod [prep en + pro.dat.nt.p. hos + pres.act.ind.2p. eimi + conj kai also +
pro.nom.p. su + adj.nom.m.p. kletos called + noun gen.m.s. Jesus + noun gen.m.s. Christos]),
VERSE 7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (maowv toic ovowv év



Pddun ayamrolg Beod, KANTOLG yloLg, XapLe VLY kol elpryn amd Beod matpOg MUGY Kol
kvplov 'Inood Xpiotod [adj.dat.m.p. pas all + d.a.w/pres.act.part.dat.Z”d p. eimi + prep en +
noun loc.f.s. Rome + adj.loc.m.p. agapetos beloved + noun gen.m.s. theos + adj.loc.m.p. kletos
called + loc.m.p. hagios saint + noun nom.f.s. charis grace + pro.dat.p. su + conj kai + noun
nom.f.s. eirene peace + prep apo from + noun abl.m.s. theos + noun nom.m.s. pater father +
pro.gen.p. ego + kai + noun nom.m.s. kurios + noun gen.m.s. Jesus + noun gen.m.s. Christ]).

ANALYSIS: VERSES 1-7

This is Paul’s most lengthy salutation, as he had never met them face to face.

He opens by designating himself as a bond-servant of Jesus Christ.

Slavery was wide-spread in the Roman Empire.

He asserts at the outset, his dependence on, and commitment to divine service.

As such he was functioning according to the Lord’s will for his life.

His life was not his own.

Also, this designation indicates that Christ as the absolute authority over his life.

As a bond-servant his niche or calling is that of an apostle.

He met all the qualifications of this office, the primary one was that the individual had to be

hand-picked by Jesus Christ (Acts 1:21 cf. 26:15f-16; 1 Cor. 9:1-2; 15:8; 2 Cor. 12:11-13;

Gal. 1:1, 12, 18).

10. His appointment to the office invested him with authority over the Roman church (a part of
his canon).

11. “Set apart for the gospel of God” is parallel to “called as an apostle.”

12. The gospel (good news) is the message of salvation that Paul committed his life to and took
the message of saving grace far and wide.

13. God is the author of the plan of salvation and Paul was committed to its defense and
propagation.

14. We have in v. 1 two statements related to the decisive action of God and Paul’s commitment
to his assignment in God’s plan.

15. Paul separated himself from all bonds of interest and all ambitions inimical to the ministry
before him.

16. What he was separated to was a message that was not of his own derivation, but exclusively
God’s (cf. Mk. 1:14).

17. Inv. 2 Paul draws attention to the fact that the gospel which was spreading throughout the
Roman world was not some new message, but has been around since the dawn of mankind.

18. The promise of a savior was “promised beforehand through His (God’s) prophets” and is
fully documented “in the holy Scriptures.”

19. The gospel Paul proclaimed has its roots in OT Scripture.

20. Paul will again and again appeal to this tradition as he develops his systematic presentation
of God’s plan in this letter.

21. Jesus appealed again and again to the writings of the prophets (cf. Lk. 24:25-32, 44-47).

22. The OT embodies the promise and the NT the fulfillment with the life, sufferings, death,
burial, and glorification of Jesus Christ.
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In verses 3 & 4 Paul introduces the reader to the Person of the gospel—“His Son, Jesus
Christ.”

God the Father and God the Son are coequal and coeternal, and occupy the highest plane.
The gospel is about the Person of God’s Son.

Regarding God’s Son, He “was born a descendant of David” which points to His humanity.
Essential to the gospel is Jesus ancestry.

This qualifies Him to be a king and He is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant which
promised David that he would have a descendant that would occupy his throne and rule
forever.

“According to the flesh” indicates that the Person of the gospel possessed true humanity.
This is documented in the genealogies in Matthew and Luke.

The birth of Jesus was the first historical beginning, and Jesus’ resurrection is noted in v. 4.
In v. 4 Paul moves the narrative forward to the resurrection of “the Son of God.”

Jesus’ “resurrection from the dead” guaranteed for all time His status as “the Son of God.”
The humanity of Christ is in the forefront here.

Again, the first historical beginning was the birth of David’s messianic descendant, and the
second historical beginning was the resurrection of Jesus’ humanity.

This event secured forever His status as the Son of God.

His deity was never in question, only His humanity during the years of His incarnation.

Paul states that this unassailable status was accomplished “with power.”

Just as Jesus’ humanity was not just from any genetic stock, so His resurrection was
“according to a spirit of holiness” (literal Greek).

The reference is not to God the Holy Spirit, but rather is to the deity of Christ.

Did not Jesus assert this truth on more than one occasion (see Jn. 2:19 & Jn. 10:17; cp.
6:39).

“Holiness” sponsored the resurrection of Jesus’ humanity so that omnipotence (e.g.,
“power”’) would be pure.

+R and J is the watchdog of omnipotence.

Once Christ’s humanity was raised from the dead He is “declared” (aor.pass.part. horizon
designate).

This appointment is also mention in Acts 10:42 and 17:31.

Four titles are given in v. 4 with respect to the Person of the Gospel: “Son of God”, “spirit of
holiness”, “Jesus Christ”, and “Lord.”

Furthermore, this ultimate celebrity is “our Lord.”

This combination of titles in v. 4 is the subject of two historical events—the birth and
resurrection of Jesus Christ—which identifies the Person of the Gospel.

The resurrection, ascension, and session were the process by which the Son of God incarnate
was granted an investiture of authority and power to be head over all things.

One of the results of this was the appointment of apostles (v. 5).

Grace is the underlying factor through which certain individuals received “apostleship.”

Paul was ever mindful of the grace by which he was appointed to the status of an apostle (1
Cor. 15:10; Gal. 1:15; 1 Tim. 1:13-16; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5-7).

Paul’s appointment was “to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles...”
“Faith” here is saving faith, and “obedience” recognizes that the salvation adjustment is
contingent upon obeying the command to believe in Christ for eternal salvation.

In other words, obedience which consists of faith.
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“Among the Gentiles” refers to Paul’s primary audience (note Acts 18:6).

Paul during his lifetime took the Gospel as far as Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28).

What Paul does is “for His name’s sake”, that is, based on Christ’s name that is above every
name.

In v. 6 Paul includes the Roman believers as examples of his Gentile mission.

“The called” is a title for believers as all who are believers were called to salvation through
the gospel message.

In v. 7a two more titles for believers “in Rome” are “beloved of God” and “saints.”

The divine attribute of love is applied to believers in Paul’s salutation “to all who are in
Rome.”

God loves His children as they are in Christ, God’s beloved Son.

“Called” (or invited) describes them as those who responded by faith to the invitation to be
participants in God’s pland.

All believers are “saints” which indicates something set apart from the ordinary.

In v. 7b is the standard greeting in which Paul reminds them that “grace and peace” are
theirs as well as the Source of grace and peace.

It flows from the members of the Godhead.

Grace and grace along is the basis for our relationship with God as His children and grace is
ours during our time in Ph 2.

As saints they have both Phl peace (removal of the enmity between man and God) as well
as Ph2 peace which depends of intake and application of BD.



Paul's Appreciation and Intentions Expressed (vv. 8-15)
VERSE 8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your

faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world (ITIpGtov pev edyapLotd ¢ Bed
wou i ‘Inood XpLotod mepl TAvTwY ULV OTL 1) TLOTLG VUGV KOToYYEALETHAL €V OAw TG KOOUW
[adv protos first + part men + pres.act.ind.ls. eucharisteo thank + d.a.w/gen.m.s. theos +
pro.gen.s. ego + prep dia through + noun gen.m.s. Jesus + noun gen.m.s. Christ + prep peri
concerning + adj.genm.p. pas + pro.gen.m.s. su + conj hoti because + d.a.noun nom.f.s. pistis
faith + pro.gen.p. su + pres.pass.ind.3s. kataangello proclaim + prep en + loc.m.s. holos whole
+ d.a.w/noun loc.m.s. kosmos]).

VERSE 9 For God, whom | serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His
Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly | make mention of you (uaptug yap pod
€0TLV 0 Be0g, ® AaTpedw €V T¢) TYelpaTl oL €V TG eduyYeilw ToD LoD ahToD, WG ABLUAELTTWG
wveloy LUV Tolodpel [moun nom.m.s. martus witness + conj gar for + pro.gen.m.s. ego +
pres.act.ind.3s. eimi + d.a.w/noun nom.m.s. theos + relpro.loc.m.s. hos + pres.act.ind.ls.
latreuo serve, worship + prep en + d.a.w/noun loc.nt.s. pneuma spirit + pro.gen.m.s. ego + prep
en + d.aw/moun loc.nt.s. euagnelion gospel + d.a.w/noun gen.m.s. huios son + pro.gen.m.s.
autos his + conj hos + adv. adialeipos contstantly + noun acc.f.s. mneia mention + pro.gen.p. su
+ pres.midd.ind. Is. poieo “make”’]),

VERSE 10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will
of God | may succeed in coming to you (mavtote €ml TtV TPOoELYOV WOL SeduEVOg €L
Tw¢ 76N Tote eDodwONoopaL €V T¢) BeAnuatl ToD Oeod EABELY Tpog VWdC [adv pantote always +
prep epi + d.a.w/noun gen.f.p. proseuche prayer + prep gen.s. ego + pres.dep.part.nom.m.s.

deomai ask, implore + part. ei if + adv pos somehow + adv ede at last + adv pote when +



fut.pass.ind.ls. euodoomai be possible + prep en + d.aw.noun loc.nts. thelema will +
d.a.w/gen.m.s. theos + aor.act.infin. erchomai come + prep pros + pro.acc.m.p. suj).

VERSE 11 For | long to see you so that | may impart some spiritual gift to you,
that you may be established @mmo8d yop 1€ty Upag, Tve TL petad®d yapLope ODULY
TVEVUXTIKOV €l¢ TO otnpLxOfvaL Ludg [pres.act.ind.ls. epipotheo long for + conj gar for +
aor.act.infin. eidos see + pro.acc.m.p. su + conj hina that + adacc.nts. tis some +
aor.act.subj.1s. metadidomi share, impart + noun acc.nt.s charisma gift + pro.datp. su +
adj.acc.nt.s. pneumatikos spiritual + prep eis + d.a.w/aor.pass.infin. sterizo establish + prep
acc.p. suj);

VERSE 12 that is, that | may be encouraged together with you while among you,
each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine (totto &¢ €otwv ouumapakAndfvel
v DUty Oue thg €V daAANAoLg TloTewg VWGV Te kol €uod [pro.nom.nt.s houtos + conj de +
pres.act.ind.3s. eimi + aor.pass.infin. sumparakaleomai be encouraged mutually; Ix + prep en +
pro.dat.p. su + prep dia + d.a.w/noun gen.f.s. pistis + prep en + pro.loc.m.p. allelon one another
+ pro.gen.p. su + conj. te both + conj. kai and + pro.gen.s. ego “mine”]).

VERSE 13 | do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often | have planned to
come to you (and have been prevented so far) /o0 6¢éiw 6¢ Uudc ayvoely, adeAdol, OTL
TOAAAKLG TIPOEOEUNY €ABElY TpOG MRS, kol EkwAlOmy dxpL tod dedpo [neg ou not +
pres.act.ind.ls. thelo + conj de + pro.acc.p. su + pres.act.infin. agnoeo unaware + noun
voc.m.p. adelphos + conj hoti + adv. pollakis often + aor.mid.ind.ls. protithemai to plan +
aor.act.infin. erchomai come + prep pros + pro.acc.p. su + conj. kai + aor.pass.ind.ls. koluo
hinder + prep achri until + d.a.gen.s. + adv. deuro come; “so far”] so that | may obtain

some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles /[ive twva kapmov



ox® kol €v VPlv kebwe kol év tolg Aowmolg €0veawy [conj. hina so that + adj.acc.m.s. tis some
+ noun acc.m.s. karpos fruit + aor.act.subj.1s. echo have + conj. kai also + prep en + pro.loc.p.
su + adv. kathos just as + conj. kai + prep en + d.a.w/adj. loc.nt.p. loipos rest + noun loc.nt.p.
ethnos Gentiles] ).

VERSE 14 | am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the
wise and to the foolish (“EAAnoiv te kol BapPapoL, 0odolc te€ kal GrontoLg OPeLAETNG €Ll
[noun dat.m.p. Hellen Greek + part. te both + conj kai and + adj.dat.m.p. barbaros +
adj.dat.m.p. sophos wise, learned + part te + conj kai + adj.dat.m.p. anoetis foolish; uneducated
+ pres.act.ind. Is. eimi] ).

VERSE 15 So, for my part, | am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in
Rome (0ltwg 10 kot éue mpobupov kal LWLV tolg év ‘Puun edayyerlionabal [adv. houto so +
d.a.w/adj.nom.nt.s. prothumos eagerness + pro.acc.s. ego + conj kai also + pro.dat.p. su +
d.a.datm.p. “who” + prep en + noun loc.f.s. Rome + aor.mid.infin. euangelizo proclaim good

newsj).

ANALYSIS: VERSES 8-15

1. Inthese verses Paul states his appreciation and intentions for the believers in Rome.

2. He begins (“First”) by informing them of how thankful to God he is for their faith (+ vol).

3. The basis for his thankfulness is the news of their attachment to Christ has spread
throughout the Roman world.

4. This new development over against the Roman paganism centered in the capital city was
being talked about throughout the empire (v. 8).

5. So early on the Christian faith had taken root in Caesar’s backyard, and this generated talk

far and wide.

In vv. 9 & 10 Paul informs them of his “unceasing” prayers on their behalf.

He appeals to God as his witness to the fact of his persistent prayers for the Roman saints.

Paul assures them in the only way he can of his genuine interest in their well being.

He appeals to God as his witness as this is the only One who would really be able to verify

his concern for them.

10. The appeal to God as witness is strengthened by the phrase “whom I serve in my spirit”
which is a reference to Paul’s human spirit.

11. The human spirit, to be distinguished from the living soul, is the repository of doctrine, and
this deposit enabled him to proclaim the gospel of God’s Son.

R Sa R



12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.

26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.

What we have here is an oath, and Paul from time to time appealed to God as his witness (2
Cor. 1:23; Gal. 1:20; 1Thess. 2:5).

In this connection he informs them that he has been in persistent intercessory prayer that
God would make it possible for him to visit the church in Rome (v. 10).

He recognizes the fact that God’s will determines the timing and the circumstances of a
hoped for visit.

Paul cannot prove his concern for them so he appeals to God as his only witness.

There could be no other witness to his private prayers.

Paul’s service in the gospel was from the doctrine in his human spirit and one of its
manifestations was incessant prayer on behalf of the Roman Christians.

His prayer petition is noted in the words “if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may
succeed in coming to you.”

Paul entertained a specific desire which he made the subject of incessant prayer, a desire of
which he had no direct divine revelation (e.g., that it was God’s directive will).

The fulfillment of his desire had been frustrated to date, but he informs them that he did not
give up on his desire to visit them in person.

He knew his desire was in line with his apostolic calling.

He resigns himself as to the timing and circumstances.

As it turned out he eventually arrived in Rome a prisoner but once there he was permitted to
teach all who visited him (Acts 28:30).

In verses 11 & 12 Paul articulates the underlying motivation for such a visit.

He states it as “that I might impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you might be
established” (v. 11).

The indirect or indefinite reference to his gift as an apostle is intended as genuine modesty.
Also it was perhaps as to the exact expression his gift would manifest itself (the miraculous
versus the more generic).

What is known is that the final effect would be to establish them in the faith.

Paul is modest and does not flaunt his office and personality.

His sensitivity and humility is noted in v. 12.

This is further brought out where he tells them that the visit would not be one-sided in terms
of mutual encouragement.

“By the other’s faith, both yours and mine” references the positive volition and its fruits of
believers and their spiritual leader.

In v. 13a Paul wants to dispel any doubts as to his desire to be with them (For “I don’t not
want you to be ignorant/unaware” note also Rom. 11:25; 1 Cor. 10:1; 12:1; 2 Cor. 1:8;
1Thess. 4:13).

In vv. 10-11 Paul informed them of his intense desire and persistent prayers that he might
come to Rome.

In v. 13a he now informs that not only was it his strong desire, but that he had made
repeated attempts to do so, but these were all frustrated.

This frustration is referred in 15:22 as well.

Neither here nor in Acts is any clues given as to the nature of these frustrations.

In v. 13b he presents another motivation for a visit and that has to do with evangelization of
the unsaved in Rome.

“That I might obtain some fruit among you also” where fruit is used of new converts (cp. Jn.
4:35).
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This is reinforced by the words “even as among the rest of the Gentiles” which refers to
Paul’s ministry in other places (cp. 1 Cor. 9:19-22).

Also, this understanding of v. 13 is further established in Paul’s declaration as to the objects
of his evangelization in v. 14.

His “obligation” (Gk. odeLAétng) to preach the gospel is inclusive of all classes of humanity.
He illustrates this by presenting two sets of contrasting pairs.

He is not being inclusive of all the class distinctions, but merely illustrative (for instance
there is free and slaves, and Jew and Greek in v. 16).

The fruit he refers to does not exclude anyone regardless of their racial (1% pair) or
education (2™ pair).

The gospel is for all apart from any discrimination.

Greeks and Barbarians are both a racial and a cultural distinction.

Greeks represent not just a race, but here a culture; hence Greco-Roman Empire.

Barbarians were those who were living in the empire, but who were looked down upon
based on a lack of sophisticated culture.

In a city like Rome the general population included not just natives from Italy and Greece,
but Africans and Germanic people.

In the second pair the contrast is between those with a higher education (’the wise”) and
those who were uneducated, maybe even illiterate (“the foolish”).

Paul, by divine appointment, was obligated to one and all.

Having asserted his obligation to proclaim the good news to all, in verse 15 he applies the
principle to his maiden visit to the people living in Rome.

He is “eager to preach the gospel” to all who are in Rome, including believers and all others.
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An Affirmation of Confidence (vv. 16-17)
VERSE 16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (yup

EToLOYOVOpNL TO €DoyYéALoV, SUvople yap Beod 0Ty elg owtnplay movtl T¢) TLOTEVOVTL,

Tovdalw te mpdTov kal "EAAnwL [neg ou + conj gar + pres.dep.ind. Is. epaischunomai be

ashamed + d.a.w/noun nom.acc.nt.s. euangelion gospel + noun nom.f.s. dunamis power + conj

gar + gen.m.s. theos + pres.act.ind.3s. eimi + prep eis + noun acc.f.s. soteria + adj.dat.m.s. pas

+ d.a.w/pres.act.part.dat.m.s. pisteuo believe + adj.dat.m.s. loudais Jew + part te also + adv

protos first + conj kai also + noun dat.m.s. Hellen Greek]).

VERSE 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is

written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH (Siwkaiootvn yip 0eod év

a0TQ GTOKXADTTETOL €K TLOTEWS €l TLoTLY, kabwg yeypamtol, ‘O 6¢ Olkalog €k TLOTEWS

{Moetar [noun nom.f.s dikaisoune righteousness + conj gar + noun gen.m.s. theos + prep en +

pro.dat.nt.s autos + pres.pass.ind.3s. apokalupto reveal + prep ek + noun abl.f.s. pistis + prep

eis + noun acc.f.s. pistis + conj kathos just as + perf.pass.ind.3s. grapho + conj de but +

d.a.w/adj.nom.m.s. dikaios righteous + prep ek + noun ablfs. pistis + fut.mid.ind.3s. zao

live])."

ANALYSIS: VERSES 16-17

1. Before Paul enters into a detailed expose of the plan of salvation, he asserts his total
confidence in the gospel message.

2. His resolution to come to Rome and proclaim the good news of eternal salvation is without

reservation.

He begins in v. 16 with a negative affirmation of faith.

4. “I am not ashamed” should be viewed in light of the culture within Rome, the seat of world
power of this pagan empire.

5. In Rome the gospel would be especially held in contempt as it condemned all the cherished

beliefs of their pagan culture.

Roman pride would not appreciate this message.

7. Roman culture tolerated a vast variety of beliefs as long as they were not a threat to Roman
rule.

(98]
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This message would come under attack, which included ridicule, as the Person of the gospel
was crucified under a Roman official.

This message is held in contempt by the wise of this world (1 Cor. 1:18, 23-25).

Next Paul states his reason for not being ashamed of the gospel.

He is not ashamed because the gospel, and only the gospel message, is where the
regenerating power of God is unleashed when a person believes in the Person of the gospel.
The salvation Paul speaks of is deliverance from the sentence of condemnation to life
eternal.

God’s power is to be understood in the doctrine of regeneration (new birth).

This power to save is reserved for “everyone who believes” in Christ.

This is what Paul told the Philippian warden when he asked Paul what he needed to do to be
saved (Acts 16:31).

When a person believes God’s power is exercised providing the individual with eternal life
forever.

There are no exceptions to this principle.

The expression “to the Jew first” refers to the historical process in which the gospel was first
proclaimed in Jerusalem and Judea.

After that, it was Paul’s practice upon entering a new city to first proclaim the gospel in the
local synagogue (Acts 13ff.; 14:1; 17:1, 10, 17; 18:6, 8, 19, 26; 19:8; by contrast 22:19).

The other reason for this priority in the early apostolic era (c. 70 AD) was the fact that the
Jewish people had a special role in bringing the Savior into the world (cf. Jn. 4:22 “salvation
of the Jews”).

This fact of “the Jew first” is asserted in Acts 13:46.

“And also to the Greek™ is a cultural designation more than a racial designation.

In v. 17 Paul elucidates v. 16 with its declaration that the gospel is the power of God for
salvation.

Specifically, that God’s power to save is linked to a revelation of the divine attribute of
righteousness (+R).

The provision of eternal salvation in no way whatsoever violates the divine attribute of +R.
When a person is evangelized that person learns that Christ suffered for the sins of all
humanity, thus propitiating God’s righteousness. 1

The person who exercises faith (believes) is credited with +R (doctrine of justification) and
that in turn frees God to impute eternal life to those who believe.

God could not sponsor a system of salvation that violates His moral attributes of +R and
Justice.

The first used of faith is saving faith (Ph 1), and the second use refers to Ph 2 faith.

“In it” refers to the gospel, and in the gospel message is in the details regarding how God is
free to save those who believe.

“The righteousness of God” refers to what was required so that God was free to save anyone
who exercises faith in the Person of the gospel.

The quotation from Hab. 2:4 documents from the OT that the righteous person is the one
who “SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”

The first step is to believe under gospel hearing to gain E.L. and the second step is to
maintain a life walking by faith.

Apart from faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6; cp. 11:13),
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35.

36.

Ph 2 faith is tied to learning and applying BD (Rom. 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.”).

Ph 1 faith is apart from works (Rom. 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith
apart from the works of the Law.”).
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Gentiles Indicted (vv. 18-32)
What They Knew, and What They Repudiated (18-20)
VERSE 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness

and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness
(CAmokadOTetar yop Opym 6eod &m olpavod €ml TMaowy Go€Pelar Kol GdLKLay qrlpwTov TGV
MY aAnPetav év adikily katexOvtwy [pres.pass.ind.3s. apokalupto reveal + conj gar + noun
nom.f.s. orge wrath + noun gen.m.s. theos + prep apo + noun abl.m.s. ouranos + prep epi upon;
“against” + adj.acc.f.s. pas all + noun acc.f.s. asebeia ungodliness + conj kai + noun acc.f.s.
adikia injustice, unrighteousness + noun gen.m.p. anthropos + d.a.w/pres.act.part.gen.m.p.
katecho suppress + d.a.w/noun acc.f.s. aletheia truth + prep en + noun loc.f.s.adikia]),

VERSE 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for
God made it evident to them ©.0tL 10 yrvwotov tod Beod davepdy €otiv év abdTolg O Beog
vop adtolg €bavépwoev [conj dioti because + d.a.w/adj.nom.nt.s. gnostos known + d.a.w/noun
gen.m.s. theos + adj.nom.nt.s. phaneros evident + pres.act.ind.3s. eimi + prep en + pro.loc..m.p.
autos + d.a.w/noun nom.m.s. theos + conj gar + pro.loc.m.p. autos + aor.act.ind.3s. phaneroo
reveal, make known, make evident] ).

VERSE 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes (t& yip dopeta
«0ToD AmO KTloewg kOouov [d.a.w/adj.nom.nt.p. aoratos invisible,; of God see Col. 1:15, Titus
1:17; Heb. 11:27 + conj gar + pro.gen.m.s. autos + prep apo + noun gen.f.s. ktisis creation],
His eternal power and divine nature /| te didioc adtod &lvoule kal Belotng,
[d.a.w/adj.nom.f.s. aidios eternal + part. te + pro.gen.m.s. autos + noun nom.f.s. dunamis
power], have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made
[tol¢ mouuaoLy voolueve kabopatai, N Te &idiog adtod SOvaulg kel Oeldtng, [d.a.w/noun

dat.nt.p. poima what is made; “what has been made” + pres.pass.part.nom.nt.p. voeo perceive
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“being understood” + pres.pass.ind.3s. kathoreo perceive clearly; “haven been clearly seen’],
so that they are without excuse [cic 10 elvaL wadtolg dvamoroyntovg [prep eis +
d.a.w/pres.act.infin. eimi + pro.acc.m.p. autos + adj.acc.m.p. anapologetos without excuse; also
at 2:1]).

ANALYSIS: VERSES 18-20
1.
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